
 

Minutes of the Meeting in at St Drostan’s Hall, Insch 

on Monday 27 April 2026 

1.  Present: – Sheena Lonchay (Chair and Insch), Diana Muriel (Rayne), Wally Rhodes (Treasurer 
and Leslie), Lynda Bain (Secretary and Chapel of Garioch), Duncan Thow (Chapel of Garioch 
and Balquhain), Mark Worsley (Chapel of Garioch), Gordon Hood (Insch), Frank Musgrave 
(Oyne). 

Kevin Shand (Vice Chair and Cuslamond/Colpy), Gill Walker (Rayne) by Zoom. 

Councillor Moray Grant. 

Apologies – Gill Bishop (Whiteford and Logie Durno). 

Members of the public – Chris Hamlet (Leslie), Paul Huggins (Premnay), Anna Reid (Premnay). 

2.  Presentation by Chris Hamlet of CASHWIG on progress of Correen Hills and Suie 
Windfarm.  MW to confirm that BCC can still provide comments.  Community Councils can 
submit objections.  LB to share powerpoint. 

3. Matters arising and approval of previous minutes. 

Minutes approved.  Resilience insurance – WR confirmed that BCC is recognised by Zurich as 
being a community council.  Volunteers are covered for normal tasks.  Any additional tasks 
should be confirmed with Zurich.   

SL confirmed that police visits to BCC will take place twice a year at BCC’s May meeting and 
November meeting. 

4. BCC Business   a. Finance – statement is ready for the AGM in May.  Confirmation of amount 
of the council grant to be confirmed.  £2400 received from Glens of Foudland for the newsletter.  
b. Resilience  see above in  Matters arising.  c.  Newsletter -  £2400 received from Glens of 
Foudland for newsletter.  d.  Social media – was very successful in advertising hustings.   e. 
NESCC Forum – no change.    f.  Hustings – the 5 candidates plus 80 members of the public 
attended.  Thanks to the 2 chairs for selecting the questions and running the debate.  There was 
a lack of young people.  It was suggested working with the academies at Inverurie, Huntly and 
Oldmeldrum to encourage young people to attend a future event. 

5.  Planning – 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED IN APRIL 2026 

Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse 

31 Dunnydeer Gardens Insch AB52 6NF 

Ref. No: APP/2026/0490 · Received: Mon 23 Mar 2026 · Validated: Thu 26 Mar 2026 

 



This application involves the removal of an existing conservatory and its replacement with an 
extended/reconfigured kitchen/dining/living area. The extension is of the same dimension to the 
west, approximately 5 metres. The northern extension has been extended a further two metres 
to 6.8 metres, but is still within the line of northern wall of the dwelling. In addition a sloping 
access to the back door of the property has been proposed. The extension is not overlooked or 
does it overlook neighbouring properties. The extension uses materials used on the existing 
building and is consistent with NPF4 and LDP policies. 

NO RESPONSE REQUIRED 

https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online- 

Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Domestic Garden Ground and Extension to Garage 
(Retrospective) 

Bonnyton Croft Bonnyton Old Rayne Insch AB52 6TD 

Ref No:APP/2026/0552 

The extension to the garage was built on land thought to be residential, however it has been 
discover to fall outwith the original Planning Permission red line boundary. This application is to 
regularise the situation by making application for the garden of the property to be extended onto 
agricultural land by a further 20% (circa) and for an extension to the garage (garden store) to 
obtain retrospective planning approval. Whereas the double garage is of beige roughcast and 
grey Marley tiles, the garden store extension is of grey profiled steel roof and walls. The view is 
that the changes are minimal and do not affect surrounding residents. 

NO RESPONSE REQUIRED 

 

APPLICATIONS DECIDED IN APRIL 2026 

 

Erection of Dwellinghouse (Change of House Type to Planning Permission APP/2022/0733) 

Plot 1 Land At West Lodge Westhall Oyne Insch Aberdeenshire 

Ref. No: APP/2025/2092 · Received: Thu 18 Dec 2025 · Validated: Thu 18 Dec 2025 

The Community Council agreed at its January meeting that as this site already had an extant 
approval for residential development and has already been consider against the principles of 
development, layout, siting and design, relationship with the wider landscape and natural 
environment, site servicing and protection of natural resources and that the application should 
be approved. 

APPROVED 

 

Change of Use of Stable to Dog Training Facility (Sui Generis) 

Broomhillock Meikle Wartle Inverurie AB51 5BU 

 



Ref. No: APP/2025/1701 · Received: Tue 14 Oct 2025 · Validated: Thu 16 Oct 2025 

 

The Community Council raised no objection to this application. 

APPLICATION WITHDRAWN - REASONS UNKNOWN 

 

Erection of Dwellinghouse 

Site To The South Of Knowehead Farm Oyne Insch AB52 6RQ 

Ref. No: APP/2025/0829 · Received: Thu 22 May 2025 · Validated: Thu 29 May 2025 

The Community Council raised no objection to this application. 

APPLICATION WITHDRAWN - REASONS UNKNOWN 

 

Caravan Park at Dunnydeer – variation – asked for extension of 2 year. 

APPROVED 

Largie Christmas Tree Plantation – BCC have had communication about this.  GH to 
investigate. 

6.  Police –  The police have said the Draft Police Report is to remain as it is.  There is no mention 
of the Bennachie Area, a lack of data and the newsletter mentioned is not attached.  It is 
therefore incomplete.  There was a recent incident of fly tipping containing cannabis equipment 
near Chapel of Garioch.  Police attended. 

7. Roads and Transport – 

• As agreed, BCC wrote to the Cabinet Secretary while Holyrood was still in session and asked 
her whether the Scottish Government intends to implement the A96 Corridor Review Refined 
Package of Interventions and what safety works will be undertaken between Elgin and Inverurie 
in the next two years. The Cabinet Secretary did not reply. During the pre-election period of 
sensitivity BCC have received a holding response from a civil servant that reiterates the website 
information, does not confirm any timescales but assured us that "safety is of paramount 
importance” 

• BCC also wrote to all local MSP’s (list and constituency, 8 in all) to ask them to make sure 
BCC’s views on the A96 were put forward in Holyrood. Alexander Burnett Aberdeenshire West 
constituency MSP has agreed that if he is re-elected he will pursue this with the Scottish 
Government. 

• BCC also wrote to local  MP Harriet Cross asking her to use her influence to get the Scottish 
Government to make a decision on the A96 dualling. She has agreed to do that after the election 
on May 7th. 

 

No decision is the worst possible outcome for the BCC area. 



 

8. BCC subgroups  

a Health – • As agreed, before the election BCC wrote to the First Minister and asked him to 
confirm his commitment to reopening and funding Insch hospital during the term of the next 
parliament. The First Minister did not reply. During the pre-election period of sensitivity BCC 
have received a holding response from a civil servant, which essentially sidesteps the issue and 
refers BCC back to NHS(G) and AHSCP. 

• As discussed previously, in July Aberdeen Health and Social Care Partnership had decided to 
declare Insch Hospital as surplus to requirements. Although Insch Hospital Project was 
established to consult with residents, disappointingly there have only been two meetings to 
date, Terms of Reference have not yet been agreed and AHSCP appear reluctant to enter into 
meaningful consultation. Chris Humphris of FOIH who is also vice chair of the Project Group 
has been prompting AHSCP to provide minutes, updates on actions and a date for the next 
meeting. While there is no progress on those issues, Frank Musgrave and Chris Humphris will 
have an off line meeting with Rachel Taylor, AHSCP Area Manager, on April 29th. BCC continues 
to support the retention of Insch War Memorial Hospital as an NHS facility and the adequate 
provision locally of Community Hospital beds. 

• Community Hospital review - BCC continues to participate in the Community Hospital Review, 
although there appears to have been little opportunity for input since the engagement exercise. 
The findings of the 2025 staff and public engagement exercise were hardly surprising: "local 
access is very important & good staff are the heart of the service” 

• In the last budget the Scottish Government allocated funding to establish seven days a week 
GP Walk in Centres across Scotland to improve access to GP appointments. There will be one 
each for Aberdeen city, Aberdeenshire and Moray. A venue has been identified in Aberdeen. The 
search for suitable premises in Aberdeenshire has only just begun.   The walk in centres in 
Grampian will rely on overtime working or secondment, there is no additional GP or Advanced 
Nurse Practitioner capacity. 

• The Friends of Insch Hospital held their AGM on April 25th. Although there is evident 
frustration on the lack of progress on the Insch Hospital Project FOIH have achieved a huge 
amount. The Dementia Daycare has been very successful, filling a gap in local provision. No 
funding has been obtained for 2026-27 but the programme will continue using FOIH funding and 
will be expanded to cover people who are moving into later stages of dementia. The Cycling 
Without Age trishaw programme for people with limited mobility is popular and now has an 
improved booking system via BLC. Monthly Tea Dances involve older people who otherwise 
have little opportunity for age-suitable activity. 

b Correen Hills Windfarm Development – see above. 

c  CAP no report. 

d Paths and Green Space – JT to arrange meeting. 

 

 



9. Aberdeenshire Council – a War memorials -all to send details of war memorials and who 
cares for them to LB and SL. Cllr Grant to forward email around BCC. b  Aberdeen Community 
Benefits Strategy – there is a need to establish rules for the use of renewables community 
benefit.  FM to email SL suggestions.  SL to find out current status of where community benefit 
comes from.  It was suggested the administrator/s should be accessible and local.  To discuss 
at CC Forum.  c  Fly tipping -see under Police.  d  Aberdeenshire Council are charging for 
football pitches.  £25 an hour at Insch.  There was uncertainty about whether this charge 
included the pavilion and whether the pitches could be maintained locally thereby reducing the 
Council’s “cost recovery” pricing.  Cllr Grant to raise at upcoming Charges meeting. Area 
Committee to discuss plan for a Starbucks to be opened in Inverurie.  IJB development session 
1st May.  Process is starting to agree Area Committee funds.  Closure of Tullynessle school has 
been consulted on.  A networking session is being organised for community councils. 

10. Chapel of Garioch/Pitcaple – Work completed on the hall and invoices paid.  Pop Up Pub 8 
May.  LB to report running water under railway bridge at Oyne fork to Roads and to copy in Cllr 
Grant.  DT reported that potholes on the Run Garioch route at Balquhain and Dubston have 
been fixed. 

11. Culsalmond/Colpy – no developments to report. 

12. Durno/Whiteford – GB asked about progress with Resilience at the hall.  LB to email JT. 

13. Leslie – more of Stop sign can now be seen. 

14. Oyne – OCA have a forthcoming meeting to develop their plan for the next 3 years.  Several 
social events are planned including a fundraising event at SMILE.  FM to check ownership of 
damaged gate near Nursery Cottage round perimeter of farm. 

15. Premnay –  a lightweight manhole cover at the crossroads opposite The Willows needs 
repair.  AR and PH to check it has been reported on Fix My Street and Cllr Grant to follow up.  On 
the road between Premnay and Insch there is damaged tar on both sides of the road.  AR and 
PH to confirm it has been reported.  Leaning trees on Mortimer’s Way are scratching cars etc..    
AR and PH to report on Fix My Street and Cllr Grant to report.  AR and PH to send photo to Fix My 
Street. 

16. Rayne – residents have queried why a 20mph zone has not yet been applied at Kirkton of 
Rayne.  Cllr Grant to check and respond to DM.   School parking – the Garioch Area Manager is 
waiting to hear back from Landscapes.  The school believes a school hours sign would be 
effective.  Cllr Grant to follow up.  The broken street light at the park has not been repaired.  
Soup and sweet will be held on 9 May and a Pop Up Pub on 23 May. 

17. Insch  - a BLC update Dog Show planned for May and an open day in July.  The chef has left 
and a new chef will start shortly. In the meantime, the cafe has continued to operate using relief 
staff.  More volunteers would enable BLC to offer more activities.  BLC continues seek grant 
funding but in line with other charities, the success rate is very slow and only around 1 in 10 or 
20 applications are successful.  BLC continues to run its Crowd Funding appeal to provide more 
activities and for maintenance of the building.  – b  Insch Playground – no update on flooding.  
Will cost £40k to £50k to fix.   

18. AOCB – FM to organise social evening at BLC.   



19. Date of next meeting Monday 25 May 2026.   AGM to be held before business meeting.  Cllr 
Grant to be independent person.  21 days’ notice to be given. 

 

 
 

 


